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Title: Proposal to Government 
Lecturer: Geraldine French 
Programme and year on which assessment was offered 
BA Early Childhood Education, Year 3 
Description 
It is a project to write an informed and authoritative 3000 word proposal to a government 
minister.  The module is Perspectives on Early Childhood Education: Issues in policy, 
practice and research. Because the field of early childhood education is evolving the 
course is flexible to respond to emerging issues. The students need to be informed on 
the bigger policy backdrop in Early Childhood Education. The brief is responsive to 
whatever is currently happening regarding government policy in this area. At this point in 
time a National Early Years Strategy is being developed by the Minister for Children and 
Youth Affairs, Frances Fitzgerald. The students are required to write a proposal to the 
Minister outlining: the history of the development of the early childhood sector outlining 
why such a Strategy is necessary, the potential benefits that high quality early childhood 
education and care, embodied in a National Early Years Strategy, could engender in 
Ireland and to focus on two themes arising from OECD reports (2006/2012) that should 
be key components of the Strategy.  
Why did you use this Assessment? 
As holders of a degree in this field the students will be the industry leaders and must 
develop high quality services. This is a developing area and requires an awareness of 
policy (in addition to professional practice). It prepares students to understand the sector 
and to be informed on current policy issues and practices. In addition they realise they 
have a voice and the power to bring change in an emerging sector through advocacy 
groups such as Start Strong.  
Why did you change to this form of assessment? 
An essay was required previously. It was felt that writing such a proposal would be of 
more relevance enabling students to apply the skills of making an informed argument 
with a view to influencing change. It is hoped that they might continue the practice in 
their professional life. 
How do you give feedback to students? 
There is a prewritten feedback form/marking scheme capturing the four main criteria 
where comments are highlighted. Plus there is individual feedback on the four main 
areas that have further comments typed up. The tutor need to be succinct and 
disciplined otherwise it can be time consuming. 
What have you found are the advantages of using this form of 
assessment?  
 Tutor feels confident that students have knowledge of important features of quality 
early childhood education and care provision. 
 Students learn they have a voice and may inform policy and practice development. 
 The module and assignment heightens awareness of the importance of Early 
Childhood Education and care. This is particularly important particularly in a recession 
where there are competing interests for funding and development. 
 Students have already suggested to each other to use their assignment to write to 
papers in light of recent scandals in early childhood education and care. 
 As part of the delivery of the module the students were exposed to public servants and 
leaders in the field and as a result were invited to submit their assignments directly to 
government. 
What have you found are the dis-advantages of using this form 
of assessment? 
 Challenging for students. 
 Feedback is time consuming. 
If another lecturer was using this assessment method would you 
have any tips for them? 
In a broad area like this it is important to maintain focus for lecturer and students. Be 
very clear from the beginning what the marking criteria are. In a policy/professional 
practice arena it is particularly important to keep abreast of current issues and to present 
critique yet balance.  
Do you have any feedback from students about this 
assessment? 
Yes, they find it challenging. Some say they understand it better when they have 
finished it. Others, really enjoy it and say they are better equipped and informed 
regarding the bigger issues in relation early childhood education and care and the effect 
policy has on their work. 
Additional resources 
Assignment Description 
 
 
